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Research questions

What factors are predictive for the school 

placement of children with (presumed) DLD?

What factors are related to social-emotional 

functioning and quality of life in children with 

(presumed) DLD?

Method

Test moments

T0 = before school entrance

T1 = six months after starting primary school

Analyses

1. Logistic regression:

Dependent variable

School placement (T1)

Independent variables

Receptive and expressive language (T0), IQ 

(T0), SES, multilingualism, gender

2. Linear regressions

A. Dependent variable

Social-emotional difficulties (T1)

B. Dependent variable

Quality of life (T1)

Independent variables

Receptive and expressive language (T0), IQ 

(T0), intelligibility (T1), communicative 

participation (T1), KINDL or SDQ scores (T1), 

SES, multilingualism, gender

N = 502 after imputation

Age (SD) School placement

Age at T0 3;10 (0;2) Special education   N = 242 (48%)

Regular education   N = 220 (44%)

Unknown            N = 40 (8%)

Age at T1 4;8 (0;2)
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A. Quality of life --- Social-emotional difficulties:

R2
N = .194

B. Social emotional difficulties + communicative 

participation --- Quality of life:

R2
N = .367

Results and conclusion

Higher expressive language scores and higher non-verbal

IQ predict school placement at regular education. Lower

scores predict school placement at special education.

In contrast with expert views, we did not find receptive language

to be predictors for school placement.

Quality of life and social-emotional difficulties are strongly

and negatively related. On top of social-emotional

difficulties, communicative participation is related to quality of

life. More communicative participation is associated with a better

quality of life.

The relation between quality of life and social-

emotional functioning is known and not different for children with

(presumed) DLD (Sawyer et al., 2002). In

contrast to our expectations, language scores were not found

to be related to quality of life or social-emotional difficulties.

School placement

(regular – 0.5 

special +0.5)2. Expressive

vocabulary

1. Expressive 

grammar

3. Non-verbal 

IQ

-.534

Relations are given in Pearson's R 

correlation

Best fit = model with 1,2,3 (after 

Bonferroni correction): R2
N = .439

-.497

-.339
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